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played the mercer, came past his house one afternoon, and
he being accidentally standing at the door, and espying his
chapman, presently seized him, saying: "Oh, sir, have I
caught you ? You are a fine spark indeed to cheat me out
of two hundred pounds' worth of goods; but before I part
with you I believe I shall make you pay dearly for them."
Mr Adams was much surprised at his being so suddenly
apprehended, and, without doubt, cursed his fate to him-
self for being so forgetful as to come into the very mouth
of his adversary; but seeing the late Bishop of London
at some distance riding along in his coach, and having a
good presence of mind at the same time, quoth he to the
mercer: "I must acknowledge I have committed a crime,
to which I was forced by mere necessity, but I see my
uncle, the Bishop of London, is coming this way in his
coach; therefore, hoping you'll be so civil as not to raise
any hubbub of the mob about me, whereby I shall be
exposed and utterly undone, I'll go speak to his lordship
about the matter, if you please to step with me, and I'll
engage he shall make you satisfaction lor the damage I've
done you."
The mercer, liking his proposal, and thinking it far
better than sending him to jail, stepped along with
Mr Adams, who boldly called out to the coachman to
stop, approached the side of the coach, and desired the
favour of speaking a few words with the Bishop. His
lordship, seeing him have the mien and habit of a
gentleman, was pleased to hear what he had to say; so
leaning over his coach door, quoth Adams: " Begging
your lordship's pardon for my presumption, I make bold
to acquaint your honour that the gentleman standing
behind me is an eminent mercer, keeping house just by
here, and is a very upright godly man; but being a great
reader in books of divinity, especially polemical pieces,
he hath met therein with some intricate cases, which very
much trouble him, and his conscience cannot be at rest
till his doubts and scruples are cleared about them; there-
fore I humbly request your lordship would vouchsafe him
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